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Highlights of the Season 

 The Columbia Orchestra’s 2014-2015 Season continued to reach the Howard County 

community through orchestral, chamber, and educational concerts, lectures, and other cultural 

events. Our five subscription concerts featured 

diverse works ranging from Antonín Dvořák’s New 

World Symphony to Igor Stravinsky’s Petrushka to 

Mary Howe’s Stars. Highlights of the season 

included performances of the Schumann Rhenish 

Symphony, Brahms’ Violin Concerto with the 

Baltimore Symphony’s Concertmaster Jonathan 

Carney as soloist, and the commission and world 

premiere of Andrew Earle Simpson’s score to 

accompany Buster Keaton's silent film One Week. 

Each of the orchestra’s classical subscription 

concerts was preceded by an entertaining pre-

concert discussion of the music to be performed that 

evening. We also conducted our annual Young Artist 

Competition and featured the four winners on our concerts. Other 

events during the season included our Symphonic Pops Concert 

in March, a performance by the orchestra at the American Film 

Institute in Silver Spring, Maryland, in November, and free 

chamber music concerts by members of the orchestra throughout 

the season. Our educational outreach included Young People’s 

Concerts, a continued partnership with Howard County Public 

Schools to present an in-school program for elementary students, 

and programs at local pre-schools and the Howard County 

Library.  

 More than 10,000 area residents attended one of our 

symphony orchestra concerts, a chamber concert, or an outreach 

event performed by members of the orchestra. This annual report 

details the Columbia Orchestra’s remarkable achievements this 

past season and provides a preview of our exciting programs for the 2015-2016 Season. We 

hope you had the opportunity to join us at some of these performances and look forward to 

seeing you at our upcoming concerts. 

 

Glenn Cline 

President, Board of Directors 

The Columbia Orchestra 

 

2015 Young Artist 

Competition Senior Division 

Wind Winner Min Heo 

 
Music Director Jason Love 

conducting the Columbia Orchestra 



 

 
 

 

2014 – 2015 Concert Season 

Classical Concert 1 – Brahms & Schumann 
Saturday, October 11, 2014 
7:30 PM, Jim Rouse Theatre 
Featuring:  Jonathan Carney, violin 

Mary Howe - Stars 
Johannes Brahms - Violin Concerto 

Robert Schumann - Symphony No. 3, "Rhenish" 

 
Classical Concert 2 – Dvořák & Gershwin 
Saturday, December 6, 2014 

7:30 PM, Jim Rouse Theatre 

Featuring:  David Murray, trombone 

George Gershwin - Cuban Overture 
Christopher Rouse - Trombone Concerto 

Antonín Dvořák - Symphony No. 9, “From the New World” 

 

Classical Concert 3 – Cinematic Inspirations 
Saturday, January 31, 2015 
7:30 PM, Jim Rouse Theatre  
Featuring:  Andrew Earle Simpson, guest composer 

Gioachino Rossini - William Tell Overture 

Andrew Earle Simpson - Buster Keaton's One Week 
Modest Mussorgsky - Night on Bald Mountain 

Ferde Grofé - Grand Canyon Suite 

 
Young People’s Concert 
Saturday, February 21, 2015 
10:30 AM & 1:00 PM, Jim Rouse Theatre 
Featuring:  Greg Jukes, narrator and Dance Connections, Jennifer Aversa, Director 

Dance Connections, with help from narrator Greg Jukes interprets Camille Saint-Saëns’ 

Carnival of the Animals in this fun-filled introduction to the orchestra!  
Plus, our Musical Instrument Petting Zoo, sponsored by Music & Arts. 

 
Classical Concert 4 – Schubert & Stravinsky 
Saturday, April 11, 2015 
7:30 PM, Jim Rouse Theatre 
Featuring: The winners of the Young Artist Competition 

Franz Schubert - Symphony No. 8, "Unfinished"  

Igor Stravinsky - Petrushka  

 
Symphonic Pops 
Saturday, May 16, 2015 

7:30 PM, Jim Rouse Theatre 

Blockbuster hits from your favorite films, Broadway shows, popular songs, and 
light classics, featuring vocalist Delores King Williams and the Columbia Jazz Band! 
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David Murray 

 
The Orchestra’s Performance of Simpson’s One Week 

Pursuing the Mission 
    

 The Columbia Orchestra’s 2014-2015 Season included four classical concerts, a 

Young People’s Concert program, and a Symphonic Pops Concert, all conducted by Jason 

Love at the Jim Rouse Theatre in Columbia, Maryland. Additional outreach performances 

included a separate Young People’s Concert program at the Gordon 

Center in Owings Mills, Maryland, and performances at the 

American Film Institute in Silver Spring, Maryland. Maestro Love 

brought dedication, enthusiasm, and skill to the podium to lead the 

orchestra to an outstanding level of excellence in these concerts. 

The season featured traditional masterpieces that audiences would 

have otherwise had to travel to Baltimore or Washington to hear, 

including Schumann’s Symphony No. 3, Schubert’s Symphony 

No. 8, Dvorak’s New World Symphony, and Stravinsky’s 

Petrushka, paired alongside twentieth-century works such as 

Gershwin’s Cuban Overture and Mary Howe’s Stars.  The 

orchestra’s programs also featured outstanding instrumental and 

vocal soloists, including Jonathan Carney, concertmaster for the 

Baltimore Symphony Orchestra, playing Brahms Violin Concerto; 

David Murray, Trombonist for the National Symphony Orchestra, 

playing Christopher Rouse’s Trombone Concerto; and Delores King Williams performing hits 

from jazz and Broadway at the Symphonic Pops concert. 

A notable highlight of the season was the performance of the Columbia Orchestra’s 

first commissioned work:  One Week by Andrew Earle Simpson.  In 1920, Buster Keaton 

filmed a twenty-two-minute comedy about 

the building of a house in seven days using 

flawed instructions. Simpson’s new score 

helps tell the story by blending the music 

seamlessly with the film. Sometimes the 

events on the screen are matched by the 

orchestra, and sometimes the music flows 

in support of the general mood of the scene.  

At the January 31, 2015 concert, the 

Columbia Orchestra performed the world 

premiere of Simpson’s score while the film 

was projected at Rouse Theatre to an 

enthusiastic, sold-out audience. The 

composer was present for the performance and also worked with the orchestra at the dress 

rehearsal. 

Provide the community with high- quality 
performances by a locally-based orchestra 
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Maestro Jason Love 

Music Director of 

The Columbia Orchestra 

Much of the recent success of the 

Columbia Orchestra is attributable 

to the untiring efforts of the 

Columbia Orchestra’s Music 

Director, Jason  Love.   Now  in  

his  seventeenth year as Music 

Director, he has been praised for his 

“intelligent and innovative programming” by the Baltimore 

Sun, which also observed that “Love has the musicians 

playing not only with verve and passion, but with an 

awareness to enter into the emotional core of the works they 

perform.” Maestro Love was the 2013 Winner of the 

American Prize for Orchestral Programming and a past 

winner of the “Howie” Award, which recognizes 

achievement in the arts in Howard County.  

Love was Artistic Director of the Greater Baltimore Youth 

Orchestras (now the Baltimore Symphony Youth 

Orchestras) for thirteen years, and Music Director of the 

New Horizons Chamber Ensemble, a new-music group, for 

five years. He has guest conducted a wide variety of 

ensembles including the Baltimore Symphony, Washington 

Sinfonietta, Hopkins Chamber Orchestra, and RUCKUS, a 

contemporary music ensemble at the University of 

Maryland, Baltimore County, where he taught conducting 

for seven years. 

As a cellist Mr. Love has performed a wide array of 

concertos with orchestras, including the North Carolina 

premiere of Tan Dun’s multi-media work, The Map. His 

many chamber recitals include work with the Columbia 

Orchestra Piano Trio. A highly respected educator, Mr. 

Love also served as conductor of the Repertory Orchestra of 

the Chesapeake Youth Symphony in Annapolis, MD for 

four years and served on the faculty of the Governor’s 

School of North Carolina for eleven years, where he taught 

Twentieth-Century music, philosophy, and other subjects to 

academically gifted high school students. 

The January concert is a 

good example of the diversity that 

the orchestra brings to its 

programs.  In addition to the world 

premiere of One Week, Maestro 

Love also programed Rossini’s 

perennial favorite William Tell 

Overture, Mussorgsky’s Night on 

Bald Mountain, and Grofé’s Grand 

Canyon Suite in a program that 

offered works that all told a story 

by composers spanning the 19
th

 

through 21
st
 Centuries. This 

juxtaposition of the familiar with 

the unfamiliar and music of 

different periods is praised by 

audience members, who look to the 

Columbia Orchestra not only to 

provide a locally accessible and 

affordable cultural resource for the 

residents of Howard County but 

also to bring to the community the 

type of innovative programming 

that would normally be found only 

in large cities.  

 Artistic collaborations con-

tinued to be a focus for the 

orchestra. The orchestra partnered 

with Kinetics Dance Theatre for a 

family concert at the Gordon 

Center for the Performing Arts in 

March 2015 and established a new 

partnership with Dance Connec-

tions for the Young People’s 

Concert at the Jim Rouse Theatre 

in February. In addition, the 

Columbia Jazz Band joined the orchestra for the May Symphonic Pops Concert. The orchestra 

also entered into a collaborative arrangement with the American Film Institute when it 

performed Simpson’s score for The General as part of the AFI Silver Silent Cinema Showcase 

in November 2014, a relationship that will continue into the 2015-2016 Season. 

 This combination of diverse programming and proactive collaboration with other arts 

organizations allowed the Columbia Orchestra, in its 37
th

 season, to continue to reach out to 

an increasingly larger and more diverse population. Through its four classical subscription 

concerts, Pops Concerts, Young People’s Concerts, educational pre-school and elementary-

school concerts, and chamber concerts, the orchestra reached more than 10,000 area residents; 

sold a record 320 season subscriptions; broke total attendance records for two of the classical 
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concerts, the Chamber Concert series, and the Open Rehearsal series; and sold out the January 

“Cinematic Inspirations” concert three days in advance. 

 

2014-2015 Season Attendance 

 

This success in drawing a growing number of loyal audience members was facilitated 

by the orchestra’s expanded electronic and social media presence.  The orchestra’s website – 

www.columbiaorchestra.org – presents a professional face for the orchestra that continues to 

attract new visitors. The orchestra also has a Facebook page that draws new followers, with 

118 new “likes” during the season. Other electronic media tools that were used by the 

orchestra included Twitter, Certifikid, and Constant Contact. In addition the orchestra reached 

out to new and underserved individuals within the community by providing complimentary 

tickets to Veteran Tickets Foundation and to CareerLinks at Howard Community College, as 

well as by providing free tickets to all children for its Young People’s Concerts. Furthermore, 

in its attempt to attract youth to classical music, the orchestra offered discounted and 

complimentary tickets through regional youth orchestras, private music teachers, local music 

stores, and the Howard County Public Schools.  These initiatives paid off, with total 

attendance for students increasing by 10 percent for the 2014-2015 Season. 

Sold-out concerts and a record number of subscribers during the season clearly 

demonstrated that the Columbia Orchestra is becoming a part of the cultural life of Howard 

County.  

 

Provide area students, teachers, and education 
institutions with a classical music resource 

 
 Classical music education is a key element of the Columbia Orchestra’s mission, and 

the introduction of classical music and the instruments of the orchestra to young people is a 

primary part of that educational element. The annual Young People’s Concert, free to children 

ages eleven years and under, was held at Rouse Theatre in February 2015. An audience of 

more than 1,200 attended the two performances.  The orchestra performed Russell Peck’s The 

Trill of the Orchestra, an entertaining composition that demonstrates musical principals and 

introduces the various instrumental sections of the orchestra. The highlight of the concerts 

Classical Series 970 1363 230 2563 

Pops 262 405 57 724 

Young People’s 632 0 608 1240 

Educational  1,071 67 2,174 3,312 

Chamber  574 434 186 1,194 

Preludes 107 106 10 223 

Orchestral Contracted Services 160 90 240 490 

Chamber Contracted Services 288 0 32 320 

TOTAL 4,064 2,465 3,537 10,066 

            Program Type                   Adults          Seniors       Students            Total 

http://www.columbiaorchestra.org/
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Orchestra musicians at Head Start Preschool 

was Saint-Saëns musical depiction of a 

Carnival of the Animals, with the 

Ogden Nash’s poetry narrated by the 

entertaining Greg Jukes and visually 

enacted by members of Dance 

Connections. In addition, in 

partnership with Music and Arts, the 

orchestra also offered a “Musical 

Instrument Petting Zoo” as part of the 

concert. During this portion of the 

event, which took place between the 

two performances by the orchestra, children (and adults) had the opportunity to see, touch, 

and play orchestral instruments with the assistance of middle school students and area 

teachers.  A month later, the orchestra performed a second family concert to a sold-out 

audience at the Gordon Center for the Performing Arts in 

Owings Mills, Maryland, this time featuring Prokofiev’s 

Peter and the Wolf and members of Kinetics Dance Theatre.  

  

The orchestra also continued its partnership with the 

Howard County Public School System to bring a high-quality 

symphonic orchestra concert to third-grade students during 

the school day. The program consisted of two 45-minute 

performances on March 26, 2015. Ten Howard County Public 

Schools participated in the fourth year of this program. Rather 

than presenting pieces written specifically for children’s 

concerts, the orchestra played several short orchestral 

masterpieces of different styles, including Finlandia by 

Sibelius, Mozart’s Overture to the Impresario, and Conga del 

Fuego Nuevo by Arturo Marquez.  The concert was a highly 

interactive experience tailored to the Howard County third-

grade music curriculum and developed in conjunction with 

the music department. 

 Small chamber groups from the orchestra also provided in-school “Meet the 

Instruments” music programs for pre-school, 

nursery school, and childcare programs.  The goal 

of these programs is to promote an early interest in 

classical music among the youngest members of 

our community.  This year, the program was 

expanding to include two free concerts at the 

Miller branch of the Howard County Library. 

These interactive programs now reach 800 

preschool students each year.  In addition, the 

orchestra partnered with Howard County Public 

Schools, regional youth orchestras, local music 

stores, and area music instructors to provide special 

offers to encourage students to attend orchestra 

performances. 

 
 

A visit to the orchestra’s 

Musical Instrument Petting Zoo 
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Jeremy Hess 

 

 Bill Scanlan Murphy 

 

Up Close at an Open Rehearsal 

 The orchestra provided a valuable performance experience 

to older youth through the Young Artist Competition, which 

exposes students to the competition process and provides 

constructive feedback on their performances.  The competition, 

which this year attracted fifty-two of the area’s finest young 

musicians, is open to all students of string, wind, and percussion 

instruments through 12
th

 grade who currently reside, attend school, 

or receive music instruction in Howard County. This year’s Junior 

Division winners were Helen Yang, an eighth grader at Burleigh 

Manor Middle school, who performed the Rondo from Mozart’s 

Clarinet Concerto, and Caleb Park, an eighth grader at Mayfield 

Woods Middle School, who performed the fourth movement of 

Elgar’s Cello Concerto. The Senior Division winners were Min Heo, a junior at St. Andrew’s 

School, who performed two movements from Milhaud’s 

Scaramouche Suite for Saxophone, and Jeremy Hess, a 

sophomore at Glenelg High School, who performed the 

first movement of Wieniawski’s Violin Concerto No. 2. 

Jeremy was accompanied by the orchestra at the May 

16
th

 Symphonic Pops Concert, and the other three 

winners were featured on the April subscription concert.  

 Educational activities also extended to adult 

members of the community through the pre-concert 

Prelude Series. The more audience members know about 

the music they are 

hearing, the more 

they will enjoy it. 

Hence, prior to each 

classical subscrip-

tion concert, How-

ard Community Col-

lege music historian Bill Scanlan Murphy provided his 

unique insights into the lives and works of the featured 

composers. The Prelude talks are offered for free in the 

Wilde Lake Mini-Theater an hour before the evening’s 

concert. Mr. Murphy also wrote the program notes for 

each concert. In addition, the orchestra held several open 

rehearsals to provide greater insight into not only the 

works being performed but also how an orchestra prepares 

for concerts. The individuals who attended received behind-the-scenes peeks at the creative 

and collaborative process of putting a concert together and were able to hear Maestro Love’s 

interpretation unfold with the musicians of the orchestra in a real working rehearsal, mistakes 

and all.  The relaxed atmosphere also provided the opportunity for the attendees to mingle 

with orchestra musicians at their break. 

Overall, the orchestra reached nearly half its total audience for the season through 

various youth-oriented concerts, programs in schools, and other youth and adult oriented 

educational activities. 
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The Columbia Chamber Orchestra 
 

Provide local classical musicians with an 
opportunity to explore and perform great 
orchestral literature and chamber music 

 

 The Columbia Orchestra began in the fall of 1977 when a handful of local string play-

ers began playing classical music as the Columbia Chamber Orchestra. A primary goal then, 

as it is now, was for adult amateur instrumental-

ists to simply experience the joy of classical 

music performance. More than 37 years later, 

the Columbia Orchestra is now a full symphony 

orchestra, with more than 100 musicians 

participating during the year in full-orchestra 

concerts, chamber music performances, and 

educational activities. Subscription concert 

programs range from standard orchestral 

masterworks to cutting-edge compositions, 

exposing many of the musicians to repertoire 

with which they were previously unfamiliar. A 

series of free chamber concerts, which are 

performed at Christ Episcopal Church, also give 

the orchestra’s members the opportunity to 

perform on a more intimate level with a small 

group of fellow musicians. The challenging 

orchestral repertoire and diverse performing 

opportunities continued to attract some of the 

most skilled musicians in Howard and 

surrounding counties. The members of the 

orchestra volunteer not only their time for rehearsals and concerts but also hours of practice 

between rehearsals. These musicians are doctors, lawyers, teachers, engineers, and others who 

work in the local community.  They come together to rehearse as a group Monday evenings 

between late August and June, 

forgetting their day jobs for two-

and-a-half hours each week to 

create the harmony of a symphony 

orchestra.  Former Howard County 

Executive Jim Robey, while 

introducing the orchestra in 2006, 

stated: “This is our orchestra, our 

county’s orchestra. When you hear 

them, it’s hard to believe that these 

people aren’t professional 

musicians, but people from all 

walks of life who simply enjoy 

making music.” 
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Artistic 

 Performed cornerstones of the orchestral repertoire, including Schumann’s Symphony 
No. 3, Schubert’s Symphony No. 8, Dvorak’s New World Symphony, and Stravinsky’s 
Petrushka 

 Introduced audiences to newer works such as the Christopher Rouse Trombone 
Concerto, Howe’s Stars, and Grofe’s Grand Canyon Suite   

 Performed the Orchestra’s first commission, Andrew Earle Simpson’s score to 
accompany the silent film One Week 

 Featured guest artists including Jonathan Carney (BSO Concertmaster), David Murray 
(trombone, National Symphony Orchestra), Greg Jukes (Fourth Wall Ensemble), and 
Delores King Williams (Capitol Steps) 

 Partnered with Dance Connections, Kinetics Dance Theatre, and the Columbia Jazz 
Band 

 Participated in contracted service concerts at the Gordon Center for the Performing 
Arts and AFI Silver Theater, which provided audience development opportunities in 
Baltimore and Montgomery counties 

 Expanded pre-school educational programs to offer two free performances at the 
Miller Branch of the Howard County Library, allowing educational programs to now 
reach approximately 800 pre-school students 

 

Audience Development 

 Increased the number of subscribers by 52% from FY14 to FY15 (from 210 to 320) 

 Broke previous total attendance records for two Classical Concerts (“Brahms & 
Schumann” and “Schubert & Stravinsky”), the Chamber Concert series, and the Open 
Rehearsal series  

 Sold out tickets for “Cinematic Inspirations” three days in advance   

 Sold a record number of Early Bird Subscriptions for the 2015-2016 Season (265 in 
FY16, up from 201 in FY15 and 139 in FY14) 

 

Financial 

 Increased total ticket income by 5% to over $57,000 

 Increased donations from individuals by 17%   

 Received full funding for the HCAC Equipment Grant, totaling $17,430, to allow the 
orchestra to purchase urgently needed percussion equipment 

 

Organizational  

 Recruited six new members of the Board of Directors for the 2014-2015 Season  

 Reduced administrative costs by identifying a new insurance broker, which led to a 
38% decrease in insurance costs from FY14 to FY15 

 

A Season of Successes 
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Financial Summary and Partnerships 

 The orchestra continued to operate from a solid financial foundation during the 2014-

2015 Season. Total admission revenue increased by 5 percent from the previous record 

season.  More significantly, the number of season subscribers grew by more than 50 percent 

from the previous season. Total individual contributions also increased, driven by a 17 percent 

increase in donations from audience members.  Furthermore, income from contracted services 

rose by 50 percent. Although other income sources, such as Government and foundation 

grants and corporate donations, did not fare as well, taken as a whole, the orchestra’s income 

continued to show a continued growth compared to the 2013-2014 Season and allowed the 

orchestra to continue to add to its cash reserves. The orchestra also received three restricted 

donations: $17,430 from the Howard County Arts Council for the purchase of percussion 

equipment, $5,810 from a private individual to meet a matching requirement for the HCAC 

percussion grant, and $400 to the Shirley Mullinix fund. These restricted donations can be 

used only for their stated purposes and are not part of the orchestra’s normal operating budget. 

Hence, the charts and tables below focus on the orchestra’s operating budget and include 

neither the restricted income nor the associated percussion equipment purchase expense. 

 
 

 
 

The accompanying tables compare actual income and expenses for the season to the original 

budget of $196,290.  Generally, the two compare well, with actual numbers being within 10 

percent of the budget. Exceptions include admission income, which was 13 percent greater 

than expected, and concert expenses, which were 12 percent lower than expected.  Other 

exceptions were in categories that are not major components of the budget (e.g., program 

underwriting, Young Artist Competition fees, and fundraising expenses).  Overall, income 

was about $3,400 greater than budgeted and expenses about $1,100 less, allowing more than 

$4500 to be applied toward the orchestra’s cash reserves. 

 

FY15 Income and Expenses 
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 FY15 Financial Summary – Income 

 

 

Note 1:  Additional restricted income of $23,640 is not included in this number 

 

FY15 Financial Summary – Expenses 

 

 
  

Note 2:  Total does not include percussion equipment purchase covered by restricted income 

During the 2014-2015 Season, the orchestra teamed with a number of strategic 

partners.  As in the past, three government granting organizations were among the most 

significant in helping the orchestra financially during the year – the Howard County Arts 

Council, the Maryland State Arts Council, and the Community Foundation of Howard 

County – although all of the partnering organizations were important in providing the 

orchestra with the funds necessary to operate.  The Howard County Arts Council was the 

largest single source of revenue for the orchestra, providing grants totaling $48,559.  This 

amount consisted of a $26,800 general operating grant, a $4,329 Rouse Theatre Subsidy, and 

the $17,430 Percussion Equipment Grant (though the latter is not included as part of the 

general operating budget for the orchestra).  In addition, the orchestra received grants of 

$11,493 from the Maryland State Arts Council and $9,277 from the Community Foundation 

of Howard County during the FY15 Fiscal Year.   

Donations 59,700 62,997 

Government & Foundation Grants 61,250 56,899 

Admissions 50,880 57,285 

Fundraising 7,305 6,632 

Program Underwriting 4,250 3,285 

Contracted Services 11,150 10,300 

Young Artist Competition Fee 1,755 2,340 

Personnel 88,900 96,761 

Concert Expenses 50,516 44,269 

Marketing & Advertising 21,304 19,615 

Administrative Expenses 18,645 18,742 

Rehearsal Space 11,100 9,900 

Fundraising 1,900 2,295 

Educational Activities 3,900 3,561 

Increased Cash Reserve 25 4,595 

Donations to the Columbia Orchestra are tax deductible to the fullest extent allowed by 
law.  The Columbia Orchestra is registered as a 501(c)(3) organization with the office of 
the Maryland Secretary of State.  This registration does not imply endorsement by the 

Secretary of State of any solicitation by the Columbia Orchestra. 

 

                                                                           Budget                       Actual 

                                                 Total:            196,290                     199,738
(1)

 

                                                                           Budget                         Actual 

                                                Total:              196,290                        199,738
(2)
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Sponsors of Specific Events 

 

Vantage House Season Sponsor 

Gailes Violin Shop Young Artist Competition 

PNC Bank February 2015 Young People’s Concert 

The Vertical Connection/Carpet One May 2015 Symphonic Pops Concert 

Music & Arts Centers 
Ticket Printing and Young People’s 
Concert Musical Instrument Petting Zoo 

While government grants covered more than 25 percent of the orchestra’s operating 

budget during the 2014-2015 Season, corporate donations were also critical. Major support for 

general operation of the Columbia Orchestra continued to be provided by the Rouse Company 

Foundation. As indicated in the accompanying table, other key corporate sponsors supported 

specific events during the season. Matching grants from Bank of America, Booz Allen 

Hamilton, Schneider Electric/Square D Foundation, Pfizer, and other local companies, 

provided additional support for the orchestra’s general operation. In-kind donations from local 

stores, restaurants, and arts organizations were also valuable. Many of these in-kind 

contributions served as prizes for the orchestra’s fundraising raffle.  

 

 

Sponsoring Organization                              Event Sponsored 

Major Sponsors 
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To supplement government grants and corporate 

support (and income from concert admissions), the 

orchestra, as a 501(c)(3) charitable organization, turned 

to donations from members of the orchestra and the 

community to provide additional funds to present its 

season of masterworks, pops, and children’s programs. 

More than $46,000 was raised through such private 

donations. Of course orchestra and Board of Directors 

members also donated many thousands of hours of their 

own time to ensure quality programs and smooth 

operation of the orchestra throughout the season. 

 With a projected FY16 annual budget of 

$202,500, the Board of Directors is continuing to work 

with existing partners and aggressively pursue new 

sponsors in accordance with the orchestra’s long range 

strategic plan.  

 Finally, the orchestra participates in a formal 

annual financial review by the independent accounting 

firm Huber & Weakland, which provides feedback on 

the organization’s financial practices, objectively 

evaluates fiscal soundness, and increases the 

organization’s credibility to funding organizations.  
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Baltimore Blast 

Baltimore Symphony Orchestra 
Barnes and Noble 
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Bowie Baysox 
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Camp Bow Wow 

Candlelight Concert Society 
Carabba’s Italian Grill 

Center Stage 
Chesapeake Shakespeare Company 

Christ Episcopal Church 
Clark’s Elioak Farm 

Clover Hill Yarn Shop 
Coal Fire Pizza 

Columbia Jazz Band 
Columbia Festival of the Arts 

Columbia Pro Cantare 
Costco 

David’s Natural Market 
Eggspecation 

Ellicott Mills Brewing Company 
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Facci Restaurant of Turf Valley 
Frederick Keys Baseball 

French Twist Café 
Greenrow Books 

Haven  on the Lake 
Heartline Skin Care 

Howard Community College 
Howard County Concert Orchestra 
Howard County Tourism Council 

Inspire Salon 
Iron Bridge Wine Company 
James Ferry Photography 
Jason Love and Company 
Kinetics Dance Theatre 

Lifetime Fitness 
Maryland Piano 

Maryland State Arts Council 
Merriweather Post Pavilion 

Mutiny Pirate Bar & Island Grille 
National Aquarium 
Neal’s Hair Studio 

Patrick’s Hair Design 
Patuxent Publications 

Petit Louis, On the Lake 
Pinot’s Palette, Ellicott City 

Pottery Cove 
Pump It Up 
REP Stage 

River Hill Garden Center 
Roots Grocery Store 

Safeway in Harper’s Choice 
Sergio’s Fine Jewelers 
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Trolley Stop Restaurant 
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WBJC-FM 
Wegmans 
Wine Bin 
Xitomate 
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In-Kind Donors 

 

 

Amazon.com 

Bank of America 

Barney-Davey Fund for the Arts 

Booz Allen Hamilton 

Community Foundation of Howard County 

Duke Energy 

Gailes’ Violin Shop 

GoodSearch.com 

Howard County Arts Council 

Howard County Government 

Maryland Music Academy 

MetLife Meet the Composer 

Music and Arts Centers, Inc. 

National Endowment for the Arts 

Northrup Grumman 

Olenka School of Music 

Omega Healthcare Investors 

PNC Bank 

The Rouse Company Foundation 

Schneider Electric / Square D Foundation 

Travelers Foundation 

UPS Foundation 

Vantage House 

Vertical Connection 
 
 

Sponsors &Strategic Partners 
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Teelin Irish Dance Company is featured at the 

Orchestra’s Symphonic Pops concert on Saint 

Patrick’s Day weekend in March 2016 

 

Jonathan Carney 

 
Michael Edwards will narrate Joseph 

Schwantner’s New Morning for the 

World at the orchestra’s January 2016 

Subscription Concert 
 

Looking Ahead 
  

With the 2015-2016 Season, the Columbia Orchestra is entering its 38
th

 year. During the 

upcoming season, the orchestra will continue to present concerts offering a mix of popular 

masterpieces and exciting new works. Jason Love will conduct 

subscription concerts that include famous masterpieces like 

Elgar’s Enigma Variations, Shostakovich’s Symphony No. 5, and 

Beethoven’s ever popular Symphony No. 5 alongside pieces by 

lesser-known twentieth century composers such as Christopher 

Theofanidis and Jennifer Higdon. Soloists during the 2015-2016 

Season will include Baltimore Symphony Concertmaster 

Jonathan Carney playing 

the Sibelius Violin Con-

certo, Katherine Needle-

man performing Higdon’s 

Oboe Concerto, and 

Michael Edwards narra-

ting Joseph Schwantner’s 

New Morning for the 

World, set to the stirring 

words of Dr. Martin 

Luther King, Jr. Perhaps the highlight of the season 

will be the orchestra’s performance of Mahler’s 

magnificent Symphony No. 2, “Resurrection,” with 

Columbia Pro Cantare and soloists Marlissa Hudson 

and Kyle Engler. The “Resurrection” Symphony is 

truly a live concert experience like no other as over 

150 musicians take the stage in music that explores the 

themes of life and death. The four classical 

subscription concerts will again be complemented by a 

Symphonic Pops Concert in March 2016, featuring hits from Broadway and the silver screen 

along with light classics along with the artistry of 

the Teelin Irish Dance Company to help celebrate 

Saint Patrick’s Day. The Young Artist 

Competition will be held for local middle-school 

and high-school students, with the winners 

performing on the March and May 2016 concerts. 

As always, the orchestra will hold its annual 

Young People’s Concerts (and Musical 

Instrument Petting Zoo) in February 2016, 

partnering with Dance Connections, a local 

youth-oriented ballet group, to present “Pirates 

and Princesses” with music from Scheherazade, 

Pirates of the Caribbean, and more. In addition, 

the orchestra will perform a second Young 

People’s Concert at the Gordon Center in Owings 

Mills, Maryland, will participate in providing the 
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Greg Jakes will narrate 

musical tales of sea-faring 

pirates at the Young 

People’s Concerts in 

February 2016 

music of the Beatles’ Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band as part of the Columbia Festival 

of the Arts, and will accompany Chaplin’s silent film The General at the American Film 

Institute in Silver Spring. These events expand the orchestra’s reach to individuals who would 

not normally attend one of the orchestra’s concerts, including 

audiences outside Howard County.   

 The orchestra will continue its educational initiatives.  

Small groups of orchestra members will offer Meet-the-

Instrument programs at local pre-schools to engage the 

youngest members of the community and introduce them to the 

instruments of the orchestra. The orchestra will also partner 

with the Howard County Public School System and its 

elementary school music teachers for the fifth consecutive year 

by presenting in-school concerts for third grade students. These 

concerts involve the full orchestra and take place during the 

school day, with the intention of reaching every third-grade 

student over the course of a three-year period. The Prelude 

series of concert discussions prior to each classical concert will 

also continue. Finally, based on the success of past open 

rehearsals, the orchestra plans to continue its open rehearsal 

series during the 2015-2016 Season, sponsored by PNC Bank.  

On the administrative side of the operation, the 

orchestra will implement a new online ticketing system that 

will allow patrons to select specific seats within the Jim Rouse 

Theatre Auditorium.  This new capability is expected to attract even more audience members 

and encourage subscribers who want to reserve their favorite seating location each season. 

The ticketing platform that the orchestra selected to allow this selective seating also has an 

integrated donor database, which will give the orchestra greater ability to analyze associated 

data.  In addition, the orchestra has hired a part-time bookkeeper for the upcoming season to 

provide enhanced accounting 

expertise. 

The orchestra’s board 

will also expand significantly 

during the 2015-2016 season 

with the addition of three 

new members. The addition 

of these new members, who 

represent the local business 

community, will further 

increase the number on non-

orchestra members making 

up the board. With this 

growth in the number 

business community representatives, the board is looking to pursue new ideas for marketing, 

community engagement, and fundraising. Furthermore, a new strategic planning process will 

begin during the upcoming season, with a continued priority on increasing local corporate 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
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Glenn Cline, President 
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Bruce Kuehne, Secretary 
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Viviana Acosta 

Bryan Barrett 

Robert Carpenter 

Robert deLeon 

John Forrest 

Mark Gaffin 
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sponsorship. Other longer-term goals are 

expected to include increased visibility in the 

community and a staff development plan. This 

strategic planning process will kick off early in 

the new season, with an initial strategic 

planning meeting being facilitated by one of the 

orchestra’s new board members, Mark 

Gaffin, who is the Founder and President 

of the Gaffin Group. As the Columbia 

Orchestra pursues these initiatives, it can 

benefit from the assistance of members of 

the community.  If you would like to help 

the Columbia Orchestra meet its future 

goals (or even if you would like to simply 

volunteer a few hours of your time) please 

contact the orchestra at 410-465-8777 or by 

sending an e-mail message through the 

“volunteer” link on the orchestra’s website 

(www.columbiaorchestra.org) 

 The growth and success of the 

Columbia Orchestra over the past decade 

has been phenomenal.  During that time, 

the operating budget has nearly doubled, 

and the orchestra now annually reaches a 

total audience of over 10,000 through its 

programs.  The Columbia Orchestra has 

been hailed as “a pillar of the local arts 

community” by The Washington Post. As it 

enters its 38
th

 Season, the Columbia 

Orchestra has positioned itself for another 

record year of growth in both artistic and 

organizational accomplishments while still 

remaining “Your Community’s Music.” 



 

 

 
2015-2016 Season 

Sgt. Pepper's Live 
Saturday, October 3, 2015 - 7:00 p.m.  - Jim Rouse Theatre 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 

Shostakovich's Fifth 
Saturday, October 10, 2015 - 7:30 p.m.  - Jim Rouse Theatre 

Katherine Needleman, oboe 
Theofanidis, Higdon, and Shostakovich 

____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Young People's Concert at the Gordon Center 
Sunday, November 8, 2015 - 3:00 p.m. - The Gordon Center for Performing Arts 

Dance Connections, Jennifer Aversa, Director 
Greg Jukes, narrator 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Copland and Elgar 
Saturday, December 5, 2015 - 7:30 p.m. - Jim Rouse Theatre 

Jonathan Carney, violin 
Bernstein, Sibelius, Copland, and Elgar 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Daybreak of Freedom 
Saturday, January 30, 2016 - 7:30 p.m. - Jim Rouse Theatre 

Michael Edwards, speaker 
Rossini, Schwantner, and Beethoven 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Young People's Concert 
Saturday, February 20, 2016 - 10:30 a.m. & 1:00 p.m.  - Jim Rouse Theatre 

Dance Connections, Jennifer Aversa, Director 
Greg Jukes, narrator 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Symphonic Pops 
Saturday, March 19, 2016 - 7:30 p.m. - Jim Rouse Theatre 

Teelin Irish Dance Company 
______________________________________________________________________ 

 

The General at AFI 
Saturday, April 30, 2016 - 7:00 p.m. 

American Film Institute 
______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Mahler's "Resurrection" 
Saturday, May 21, 2016 - 7:30 p.m.  - Jim Rouse Theatre 

Columbia Pro Cantare - Frances Dawson, Director 
Kyle Engler, mezzo-soprano / Marlissa Hudson, soprano 

Mahler and Winners of the 2016 Young Artist Competition 


